





















































brought	us	 together	or,	 rather,	allowed	us	 to	connect	our	respective	questions,	but	 fu-
tures.	Especially	the	idea	that	population	growth,	rising	economic	insecurity	and	a	global	
















	 When	 I	 started	my	 research	 on	 the	 imagination	 of	 futures,	 the	 history	 of	 utopian	
thinking	and	the	general	conceptions	of	 time	and	historicity	attached	to	these	 issues,	 I	































interest	 in	 riots,	 and	 especially	 the	history	of	 riots	 in	Britain,	was	 sparked	by	 reading	














































works.	The	modern	 constitution,	 if	 I	may	quickly	paraphrase	Bruno	Latour’s	We	Have	
Never	Been	Modern	(1993),	runs	on	the	fiction	that	you	can	neatly	divide	the	social	from	







































































given	 lake.	Or	 look	at	plants:	easily	mistaken	 for	non-moving	barely	 living	 things,	 they	
nevertheless	produce	the	very	conditions	on	which	most	other	lifeforms	depend	for	their	
“good	life”.	The	distinction	between	grievable	and	ungrievable,	good	and	‘general’,	wanted	




















ually	narrated	as	a	past	 event	 (cf.	Becker	 in	 this	 issue).	However,	 I	 am	still	 concerned	
about	the	casual	acceptance	that	the	novel	propagates	when	it	turns	out	that	the	virus	has	
already	been	unleashed.	Like	many	disaster	narratives,	the	relatively	happy	ending	puts	



























































an	update	of	her	notion	of	precarious	 lives	 in	connection	 to	certain	ecological	aspects.	
























































can	barely	grasp,	 if	at	all.	“We	do	not	know	how	to	formulate	the	question	of	 ‘value’	 in	
general	terms,	in	that	it	may	refer	to	a	particular	trait	or	to	generic	properties	of	intercon-



































Even	 formerly	 unthreatening	 (or	 only	 potentially	 threatening)	 crowds	 have	 become	 a	
matter	of	concern:	theaters,	concert	halls,	even	restaurants	are	closed	around	the	world	







































the	 notions	 of	 crowds.	 As	 many	 commentators	 have	 mentioned	 throughout	 this	
troublesome	 year	 2020,	 a	 tragic	 irony	 of	 the	 pandemic	 is	 that	 it	 has	 interrupted	 the	
Fridays	for	Future	protests.	Going	into	the	particularities	of	this	movement	(including	the	
question	if	it	is	actually	a	coherent	movement	large	enough	to	be	described	as	such,	etc.	















dangers	 and	 catastrophes	without	 events	 look	 like?	 I	 think	 it	 is	 important	 to	mention	
Chantal	Mouffe’s	recent	book	For	a	Left	Populism.	Mouffe’s	book	is	a	proposal	for	how	to	
mobilize	people	for	a	democratic	project	that	can	face	the	antidemocratic	challenges	of	















special	 issue)	 “between	 a	 multiplicity	 of	 heterogeneous	 demands	 in	 a	 way	 which	
maintains	the	internal	differentiation	of	the	group”	(Mouffe	2019:	63).	For	this,	you	need	
an	adversary.		
	 It	 is	 rather	 challenging	 to	picture	an	adversary	when	 the	danger	 that	you	want	 to	
address	is	invisible	and	without	event.	The	construction	of	a	radically	democratic	people	





























it	 is	doing	something.	Whether	that	 is	to	evoke	feeling	or	 intellectual	reflection.	What	I	
mean	 to	 say	 is,	 showing	 the	 variety	 of	 discourses	 and	 historical	 situations	 in	 which	
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